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N in you, the hoe of glory: whom we preach, 

warning every man, ne agony ey mam in 

all id dom. — 1 Efron 
N e ot ms 9700 0 

T may be proper to inform this dumetous auditoi 

1 of ler l. ps. is bly already known by moſt of the 
members of the church who conſtantly meet in 
this place, that it was the requelt of their late faithful 
and beloved paltor, about two months before his 
diſſolation. that I would attempt to addreſs yo on 
this ſolemn occaſion, and would found his funeral 
diſcourſe upon 1hi; paſſage. He conceived that the 
words I have read; that is, the latter part of the 27th 
verſe, and the former part of the 28 ch, would. be full 
as much as could be briefly explained within' the 
reaſonable limits of. your time : on which account, I 
ſhall waive taking notice of the important context, 
and only attempt to ſet before you the riches of tlie 
text. I wiſh you, beloved, to conſider theſe wards as 
2 reſſing the dying teflimony . of @ departed Chri ig an 

reſpecting his a2vx;/upport and comfort; and the /ai 
— of a goſpel mi niſſ er reſpecting the main drift of 


bis miniſtry. 


But while Ihope that this conſideration will, at che 
time preſent, awaken your attention to the 2. 
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wany; there id a much higher and mate extenſive 


motive, to claim the regard of every one now preſent 
. before God; the text 23+he inſpirati 
and points out infallibly.to us all, the only ground of 
every Chriſtian's hope, aud the nohleſt theme on 
which every preacher ſhould inſiſt, None of the 
fallen race of Man can entertain a rational hope of 
glory, but what muſt be founded on Cbriſ alone, that 
Anointed Saviour who, lied without the gates of Jeru- 
ſalem, who ive and reigns in glory now, and live- 
and oo within the breaſt of every ſincere believer. 
Thus alſo, no teacher of truth and virtue, can expect 
any real ſucceſs, in bringing others to the knowledge 
of God, and the practice of rn, unleſs he 
adhere to Paul's .xelolutmn, L. determined net-40 
know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chrif, agd 
him crucified... "12 . 0 I * N. 


The riss important topic that now demands our 
attention, is, Tk GREAT SOURCE OF A BELIEVER'S 
;CONSOLATION 3! Viz, The glorious connection between 

Chrift and bis prope. (| n | 
Chriſt is our bee, ſaid Paul to Timothy, and he is 
indeed 7he hope and conſolat ian of Hrael, in whom 
alone they are ju/tified, and hall glory. To all who 
believe be is precious; his name is to them at ointment 
fourei forth, and in him they have often rejoiced. 
even in the midſt of affliction, 35th joy unſpea table 
and fuil of glory, Thus it was, bleſſed be God, with 
our departed friend: by this hope he was ſupported 
under moſt painful and complicated diforders, under 
which, as he aſſured me himſelf,“ he was generally 
| „ indulged 
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„ tines, ſaid he, *4 When I thin 


eds Go 
The bymns that have been — - 


adorn der which mill follow the diſcourſe, each 


idem of his own elt t ſhew the ſentiments and 
b 1 ſenfations 


« of my lmach and ters. reed a3 
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et ſations of his ſoul reſpeRing the glorious Mediator 
Happy ehe man- whoever an experience ſach hopi 


in bis arath. '' For your's muſt be built on the ſame 


Foundation;” if ever 'you would indlblge an hope that 
Halt wc prove as enk enen a Jpider's web. 


Ws 


” Leto me, under this head, 'requeſt you ſeriouſly to 
Tegan! two, or three ſubordinate marks. * 


1 5 Wee of Chrift i auen acer 


8 "ſaid the àpollle, 7 41% 125 | 


ngs but loſt the the knowledg 
pri Jeſus i 8 keg of Nor did be 41 
eby merely the knowledge which Chriſt taught, 


| but the knowledge of which Cheick himſelf was the 


* cet; zs it follows, ber, 10. bat I may know 
8 7 25 . Ke . * heois to 21 . Org 


know him in his. per ht ll, and his t 
character. 2 


he knom ledge ef Chil; MENY 1364 Mate! 

nected with dur know ledge: of the [ing diſ- 
inckions in rhe Deity N gore . three" who bea 
tcord in bg ub, in Whole e ve. ate Vaprized, 

and by whole: ; love and fellow ip wel are bleſſed: 


 Tibugh, this dectrine -i 5 Ufavierabte N * 2 


een bn dane Je. no, ſufficient. 
eQing it when 8 e un! 1 


1 it unwotigy of t any Sing oo — 


but whatwe. mig 172 E 19Wn without it. 


defervs't0/b&/rojef uſe it ig e, 
Phe Ao 8 % wi in the 
of every: ereatore, and it 


were gere were thine in the nature 2 bur Ore ee 
our, 


his very. exiftendes eternity, ad infajty ſur 
comprebenkon-as truly as che trinity. Shall we who 


cannot account for the ul union of foul and, Dt. for 
— — 1 119 1 % 2714 


(20 


the motion of our on limbs, of the growth of a 
blade of graſs, -refuſe to e to the n 
out _ given an ef bim 1 e ' 


Jelgs' 1s 's own, proper Ob the 1 begotten 
of the Father, to. when 2 ſaithy 45 FRM GOD 
is for ever 2 As * 429 lle Gs he i u the 
eceding part 47 ar. 8 
— 2 image fo the invi — 1% God, be firft- bern, * 
rather the FIT . of. WE creature: — 5 hy 


e ay | 25 3 2e | 
How abſord would it be to ee ie be be laid 
of a mere creattire; all things wete made y him, and 
— 8 him! Bur what eonßiſtency and propriety is there 
in che whole afaze ge, as applied to the eternal Son or 
on; the Fri who _ with God, and who wid 
52, and being- in rb form ef (God; thought it ts 
robbery to be equal with Gad; 4 mn » 3 
ume he was made, Sb, unt took dhe him the form. 
a ſervant, and . bim/e . in becoming . 
unte death, even the death of creſi. Compare this 
whole chapter with, Johg i. /1--14-, and, Fh Phil. 1 


S AInn ad ai Hagau flor} et 54 g. vol 


But our time would ies to enomeratronly a: — 
cimen of gheexpre/s eier of che infpirediwracrs 
ts bur blelſed Bord's divinity; Nor are wWeſe, thought 
N mee ted, and full to the purpoſe, the fole 
* the doctrine reſls: it depends not 

— expreffions, but is Pont con- 

be b by the general tenor of ſenptureo.· 2 9 
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The account given us of wha? Chriff ir to the 
.thureh, geeatly corroborates what is more di 
aſſerted reſpecting his perſonal excellencies. What a 
low lenle mult be put upon the text itſelf, if we con- 

Ive it as referring only to a perſon no way ſuperior 
in his nature and eſſence to ourſelves! Can you believe 
it, = Titus and Timothy might have ſaid of Paul, 
We preach Paul—Paul in you the hope of glory?“ 
Or could an aſſertion like this have been made 
'reſpeQing any other good moral philoſopher without 
blaſphemy?” Ve, ſaid the apoſtle, org not on , 
But F the Lord, 2 Cor. iv. 5, And accord- 
-Ingly he affures us, 1 Cor. iii. «1, that ozber foundagion 
can no wen lay, than that is laid, which is Chrifl Teſas. 
But what does he mean by this aſſertion, if Jeſus is # 
-mere*fallible peecable man, as the modern Socinians 
maintain? How is he then the foundation of the 
whale church? They ſeruple not to believe that many 
were truly virtuous in this world, and will be eternally 
happy in the next, who never believed his doctrine, 
for they never heard it; and aher influence on the 
ſamte happineſs of men, {hey utterly deny to. Jeſus 
ef Nazareth, except that of his in and 
example, 06 e e Layagy od ee 

-T alk again, whatolerable ſenſe can thoſe'who deny 
: the, divi nity of our bleſſed-Lorg, put r 

otcaſion' 


of Paul in Epheſians v. 25--27. Where taking 
td inforce relative duties hy the example af Chriſt's 
love to the church, he expreſſes himſelf in the follow) 
ing manner? Cr lawed the aburch, an Gaye 
wes KLF for it 3 that la might /anGify and ghran/e it, 
.avinh tbe aveſring e water by the avord;; dt HR 
MG HV PRESENT IT TO Huss @ glorjous church, 
n beg pot or wrinkle, ar any fuch thing; but, 
that it Huld bw holy and without G . They may 
well think meanly of Faul ae a writer, and hag e 
n1. : ng 


699 
— wwe inſpiced, who. zhink he .uſed .theſe ex: 
re 


ns concerning a ,mere fallible Rae man, 
— preached = doQtrine, and . ET it. 
Surely if that were all we are in 
it is ſtrangely — — by calling it his _ "ng = 
elf for 22 to ſanctify and clea And 
we may well wonder chat this one good — 
de evidently: repreſented in this paſſage, not merely 
as ſuperior to any other good man /eparately con- 
ſidered, but as having the manifeſt pre-emmence over 
— . good men cel echiatchy, worthy to de confidered as 
d and — . the w_ ws having — 
an inflvence upon their (purity, -an a propriety 
— can nver be ber wee, : . 1 
potheſis: whereas if we -cconfider Paul as 
of tho ee Son of Ged who purchaſed ob res 
with his own blood, the . will appear full of 


meaning, propriety and glory! 

David rejoiced in his having Jchovah for his Pets 
herd, and ſo may we, fro Ken the the erd and 
bimop of our ſouls, is the man that 1s G s fellow. 
PC. xxiii. het. ii. 85. Tech. uiii. "Otherwiſe, 
they who know the worth of their ouls, and their 
Pronenels to wander, might tremble to — who en 
7he chief GntparanD now.—But our good 
aid down his hie for us, and he bad — — 
down and to take it up again. He is our Pale, 
a great high prieft, higher than the heavens, who hath 
given biuſelf @ fac! e for ws, that he might o6taie 
eternal redemprion. Yes, in him we have redeinpiies 
ea bis blood, the forgizueneſs of fu, us We are 
told in the gh verſe of 1 chapter.—He is. the 
Husnaxp of the church; the King of the kingdom 
of grace; the Lizz of bis people, Col. iii. 4. thei 


ALL in Al, ver. 11. as well as the Jupar of the 
whole world, Suaely it requires aflouiſhing 8 


07903) . 

t6 believe a man like ourſelves can ſuſtain ſuch rela- 
tive characters as theſe, and diſcharge theſe offices in 
ſuch a 8 to ſecure the glory of God, and 
enfure happineſs of 16 large a community. 7 
A finger, when once enlightened to ſee the infinite 
heinouſneſs and demerit of his offences, could have 
no; hope of eſcaping; deſerved: miſery, much leſs of 
eojbyivg ſupreme . Facyuak were. he not made ac» 
quainted with -a Mediator between God and, man, 
who. could make peace for him, conſiſtenily with the 
dignity and jullice, of God. But Jeſus bawing made 
peace. by the blood of. bis croſs, hath publiſhed it in his 

oipel, which his ſervants are warranted to preach, ſo 

ar as they have opportunity, e every creature; aſſur- 
ang them paſitiyely, in the name of their maſter, that 
Et who beliewethb Hall be fawed, but he who believeth 
mot ſhall be damned; yea he is cendemned already, and 
he whoſe grace they deſpiſe, will be judge himſelf at 
the great day, when they who ſcorned his mercy, ſhall 
Have judgment without mercy, g. 
Baut let me farther remind you, : 
- (z.) That, in. order 10 peur deriving benefit . fr 
Chrift, or enjozing the confdlaticn of his 2225 Hk 


ui be in ,xovu,z or in other words, you muſt Ir 
vitally united to him. prin. Lag wage 


The goſpel -proclamation addreſſed to wretched, 
guilty ſinners, indefinitely, is a ,/ufficient, and indeed 
the only warrant to authorize your application to the 
Saviour. But theſe two queſtions, though each of 
importance, are very diſtinct, and ſhould never be 
confounded. May I come to Chriſt; auill he receive 
me f Ido? And, Have I been with Chrift, or am I 
actaally entiiled to bis ſalvation. To the fit, we 
anſwer, with the venerable predeceſſor 8 
C3 len 


(- U 


friend in the paſtorſhip of this church, COMB AND, N 
| WELCOME. TO IESUs CHRIST: we acizher 

enquire, who, you. tre, nor what you have 
qualify yon far his acceptance; ; for we have yet hi 


authority than. Mr. 2 
maney, may i 0 Shall Oe 1 i 


neceſſities, auiſ baut withaut, pric „W. 
9 ded. to invite 25 we meet z. Come, Re 
things are ready. Whoſe will, let im come, and take 
che water of lift freely, Though he be the chief of 
finners, our Lord. himſelf has declared Him — ; 
ä * pA | 2683 eee 
Bot, when the other, kind pf enquiry js. 
An I a believer? ide 1 authorized to lay, claim 
to the bliffings of the \ 82/pet 7 We i , to put 
you upon a and impartial ſerutiny into the 
diſpoſition of your own hearts. Kromine your ſelves, 
whether e be in the faith ; prove. your ownſekoes -. 
know ge, not your - — bow. that Fejus, Chrift is 
IN you,. except ye be dife 2. n Ves, ming you; 
muſt be truly united to him, bef b 7 a 
valid claim to his benefits. = fecret, 
union, onſtituted * jv a r hom * 
were choſen in him 2 5 he 
world ;., but by a wit _—_ ks 
divine operation on the ſoul. Union between you 
and Cho muſt be mutual, before i it can be 
He muſt be in you, , as. well 2s; you in him. Not 
carnally, as the Papilts conceive, . by yaur, devonting 
his real body: not e's by: a mere imaging ry 
cone; bus Ginza lly, experimentally 
d practica Hi Reibe glory being di Nlplayed 
8 your enlightened underſtanding ; he muſt dwell in 
hearts; abide in your affeckions, as truly as the 
oom dwells in the beart of the btide. Thus 
win? the ware, |. powers e em RA 
+708 
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K 
you truly to nie with him in the true and glorious 
ends of his mediation x „ bog lives, and 
enabling you to munĩfeſt in your conduct what manner 
of maſter you ſerve; what is the real tendency of Hl? 
goſpel. "Thus beloved, mould even the world beholf 

brift in yon; ſee but wur the main end and defgn 
of his' _ what is the gennine nature of 


religion, and the mighty power of his grate. 7 


7 nothing done in us, can ſo the 
— of .what. Chriſt did u us, or 2 1 
righteouſneſs that juſlifkes us before Gad, yes his 
work on the heart is the only evidence of our intereſt 
in what be did in his life and on the c. Cheilt 
without os will profit us nothing, if he be got afſb 
formed within us.—As he was concetvee and born 
it a tural way, by the power of the Ho 
Spirit; fo muſt we be bern aguir, and huve 4 
poſition correfpondent to his, produced in dur [> 
As he was transfigured on the mount; ſo muſt we by 
Beholding his glory, be chauged or tr are into 
cke Hall ine om glory to glory. As he wiy 
crucified and died; fo melt our old man be cruciſe 
with him, i, that we may dic indeed umto iu. He rofe 
triumphantly from: the dead; and we muſt know the 
ere of 1 in Its ſpirittral'effency, eben 
ſouls. He aſcended on high; and if we 

" rifen with Chrift, we fall ſer our affections — 
chings above, and yn ws our converſation in benen.“ 
— — — and the nature and glory of the 
e „ our acquiefcence 
the wp of of t the redeeter, 1 e 1 


* Whoever can meat with an 2281 niſter 
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ta fee] and evidence the powerful application of it to; 
our hearts. We ſhall take encouragement, from the 
diſplay of his power and grace, in what he wrought 
for us, in his ſtate of humiliation; to/tipplore that be, 
would now in his ſtate of exaltaiion, employ the like 
power and grace, to effect all his works i us. 


But I proceed to remark, | 


(3.) That wherever Chrift refides is ibs foul, he is 
| the HOPE OF GLORY, _ 


He it is u ho hath-moſt fully di{owered the glory of 
the heavenly ſtate, who hath by his goſpel placed the: _ 
doctrine of immortal life in the cleareſt — brigbteſt 
light. He hath by his word aſcertained the exr/fence 
and the nature of eternal happineſs; and eure the 
enjoyment of it, to every real believer.-By- his obe- 
dience unto death, he rendered the beſtowment of 
foture glory, upon loſt, guilty ſinners, perſectly con- 
/iftent with. the divine character. and the honour: of 
God's. moral. government. 'They who were expoſed- 
to everlaſting contempt, on account of the diſhonour 
they had caſt upon their maker, may now (hope for 
everlaiting glory; while yet fin is diſcountenanced,. 
and obedience encouraged, as much as poſſible: The 
more we conſider the contraſt, between the treatment 
they ſhall meet with from the governor of the univerſe, 
and their own. perſonal character; the more we muſt 
admire jehovah's love to righteouſneſs, Who was ſo 
well pleaſed with the obedience of their ſurety,. as to 
beſtow. for his ſake only, an immenſe reward, on 
them whoſe own conduct had truly merited damna+ 
tion. Nor can this in anywiſe be an encouragement”; 
to ſin, ſeeing it was previouſly required that l ſhould . 
magnify the law and. make it honourable; nor; were 
they allowed to conſider themſelves as intereſled in his 
merit, till they were l one in heart with him, 

* and 


1 


e 
and entered fincerely, in ſome-meaſure, into the very 
fpirit of his plan; whieh was to condemn fin, ſupport 
the honour of the law. and confirm and increaſe their 
obligations to obedience. ' He that id. not of one mind. 
with Chriſt in theſe reſpects, is a Judas, let him wear 
what maſk he will. (3-47 145 of 


Chriſt in you, brethren, is the hope of glory, as. 
he prepares. you by his con(training love and yenewin 
grace, for the actual enjoyment of glory. Were in 
conſiſtent with the divine character to give you leave 
to· go to heaven, you could not poſſibly partake of the 
happineſs of the ſaints in glory, while you were under 
the dominion of fin ; while you were devoid of true 
holineſs, you could not enter into the delightful views, 
or participate the celeſtial enjoyments of the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect. It would be of no avail. for 
God himfelf to give you leave to enjoy that which- 
g ou utterly diſteliſu. Chriſt moſt firſt take Jy 
of the: heart, before you can poſſibly take on of. 
heaven, He muſt ' new model all the carnal mind, 
and form the man afreſh,” or heavery would be to you- 
a: tireſome place. They that are the ſubjeRs of a 
vicious blindneſs, cannot enjoy the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light. They that have no ſenſe of the equity 
off the law, or of the glorious- grace of the 7 1 
cannot ſing the ſong” of Me»/es, and of the Laus. 
But i any man be in-Chrift heim a new creature, Hb 
that hath wrought us for this ſelfſame- thing is God, 
avho: hath! alſo giuen unto us the rarneft of" bis Shirit. 
2) Cor. v. Fo 17.—Chriꝶ is. the hope of glory, as the 
bliſs you hope for will prineipaliy conſiſt in the 
delightful: contemplation of the divine perſections, 
as. manifeſted: i». 54m; together with the happy and 
infallible effect of that immediate fight of his glory, 
in perſetling his image in the glorified ſoul. This ie 

the ſweeteſt and deſetiption of beaven, W 


4 3 
be like thin, ave Hall fee him as be ts. 4 The 
beatific Gor of brit, according to the hyma we 
have juſt been finging, makes the heuven our dear 
Mr. Symonds Jonged and hoped for: and io behold 
his glory—to ſhare his:glory—40 be admitted a joiut- 
heir with him, of all be obtained by bis obedience 
unto deaih—by the ſerrewe of bis foul; and 40 be 
fully conformed to his glotious imagey this, 1 fay, 48 
the happineſs every true believer expeds. 1 


Tet me beg of you all, my hearets, before I pro- 
cred to ibe other branch of the ſubjeR, to examine 
S this. 15 Chiiſt in You dhe 
ope of glory? In this world your moſt ſangdine 
hopes ure r Vanity and vexation 
of fpirit is all it can afford. But if you had the 
reateſt expectations, and wete likely to poſſeſs riches, 
onouts, and pleaſures for ſeventy years to come, 
how foon will that period be expired! And then h 
| mnilerable the man (hat hath no hope beyond the grave 
ow much the worldling hath gloriked himſelf, an 
hved delicidully, To much the more, torment an 
forrow will it occa Ron him to be flripped of his paltry 
all! Have you then any hope of ttetaal happineſs 7 
On what is it Founded? What are its eie. ? What 
its ens K a gem hope through gruce? A hope 
tounded an Cuater alone? Have. you ſeen yourſelf 
hopeleſs and undone wiehout him? Have you been 
brought t abandon all hape founded on ihe ene 
of your , of the ciency of your die, ( 
eounterbalance them? Aad yet, though you view 
fin as ing linful, and yourſelf as a vile Goger,' 
have you been begotten Again nato 2 new and lively 
hope. by iht teſurreion of Jeſus Chiift from the 
dtad ? Do you know what you hope for? Ales; 
how many are deceiving themſelves, with a hope of 
happineſs when they die, _ know nothing at all of 
- the 


* 
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the nature of heaven: they know nothing about the 
happineſs of the ſaints in glory! "Have you any idea 
of heaven? Can that idea ever fix' your thoughts on 
the heavenly ſtate, or excite you to cry out, when 
full I ccone and appear before God ? What abſurdity 
and deluſion is it to ſuppoſe you are going to heaven, 
if you neither know the wway to it, nor the nature of 
it / If you have ſo often heard heaven deſcribed by 
miniſters and chriſtians, that you cannot help allowing 
it is the preſence of God and the Lamb that con- 
ſtitutes the bleſſedneſs of ſaints in glory; yet let me 
aſk, Does this really ſeem to you a glorious idea? Is 
it a view of heaven that ſuits your taſte? If God 
would offer to make a heaven for you, juſt to your 
own mind, how would you like it ſhould be planned? 
Would nothing ſatisfy you but to behold Bit face i 

Fighteouſneſs, and to be fully conformed to bis lilenj:Þ 
Is ir not an 3 upon common ſenſe, to imagine 
tbat will make you happy through eternal ages, 
which does not at all conſtitute the happineſs you 
wiſh for in time? Is then communion with God, 
and conformity to him, the chief pleaſure you purſue 
on earth? If you can honeltly ſay, Whom have I in 
beaven but thee, mult you not alſo be able to add, and 
thire is none upon earth that I dire befides three? _ 


What are the A, of your hope of future ſafety 
and, happineſs? Do you venture the more readily 
upon fin ? Or, do you hold it in greater abhorrence? 
Every one that hath 7 hope, purifieth himſelf even 
as Chriſt is pure: does your hope purify your heart? 
Does it wean you from the world? Mortify you both 
to its ſmiles/and-frowns? Precious immortal ſouls | 
Beware! Deceive-not yourſelves! What will the 
hope of the bypocrite prove, when God ſhall take 
away his foal}. * N 9 5 
5 3. aa. * L „ ie 


- 


7 | 

Tras believers ! I call up n to rejoice In hope 
of the glory of God. Cra i. in you the hope of 
glory: Bleſs God for the giſt and revelation of his 
zen. Bleſs God that you can give ſcriptural evidence 
that he is in you: he dwells in your hearts by faith. 
O ever 2 Me that Jaith — * 4 
onght bimf/elf alſo /o te wall, wm as be walked. Let 
ebe Jams mind bt in you which was in Chrift Toſus. 
Seeing you expect the God of all will glorify 
you in/beawern, be concerned to glorify bin upon carth, 
Refign yourſelves alfo to him. He that hath prepazed 
ſuch things for you in glory, deſerves that you ſhould 
implicitly conſide in him, reſpecting the management 
— — —_—_— events. By all that befalls you, 
in ity or adverſity, he is preparing you 
for his — a if ow you have aheady 
enjoyed the foretaftes of heaven, let it appear that 

you reckon the ſufferings of the preſent life, not worthy 
#0 be compared with the glory that fall be revealed, 
If Chrift be in you, the hope of glory, diſhonour not 
your ſaviour, di not your expetted inheritance, 
by acting as if neither the preſence of Chriſt, nor 
the proſpect of glory, could counterbalance the 
ſorrows of life, or fortify you againſt the ſhock. of 
mortality. God forbid weſhould thus fin againſt Chriſt, 
after calling him our treaſure and our all, to treat 
him as if his love were nothing at all; as if it were 
not ſufficient to cheer us under trials, bereavements, 
afflitions, agonies and death. Let the members of 
this church, let the family of the deceaſed, and his 
numerous friends recolle&, what an affecting con- 
fur mation they have had preſented to them, of the 
power of goſpel. conſolation. He that for. more than 
-one and twenty years, often teſtified from this polpit 
the 32 all-ſufficiency of the Redeemer; bow 
has he of late teftified, for a length of time, in the 
moſt affliting 6 that the grace of Chriſt 
B 3 Was 


426 


was ſofficient for him. Afflicted as he was with com- 
plicated diſorders; daily expecting to be removed 
trom his dear partner and numerous ſamily, from his 
beloved work, from his beloved people; he yet ac- 
counted that to be with Chriſt was far better. He 
was a living and a dying witneſs to the glory and 
grace of Chriſt : and now, thongh he cannot addreſs 
| you any more himſelf—(there Jes, his body, ready-to 
committed to the grave, while his ſpirit appears 
before the throne)—be {till teſlifies by my mouth, 
dat Cöriſ is in his people, the hope of glory. He 
often witneſſed to you, and you- who vifited him in 
his long and painful illneſs, can witnefs for him, or 
rather for his faithful Lord, chat An hope ſo much 
divine, could trials well endure * but his trials are 
ended for ever, and now he fully knows the en 


and clernal wirs. of long expected gl. 


But ĩt is time I ſhould proceed to the other main 
branch of the ſubiet. As theſe words Point out to 
us, the great ſource of a chriſtian' $ en * 
alſo teach us, * f 


Srconbry, Tur pwrucatas EMPLOYMENT or 
* FAITHFUL MINISTER, This the text informs 
us 1s to prraab Chrift ; which ſhould be attended with 
folemn warnings, and diligent rl. ſuited do 
each individual, <with all wiſdom. 


(1.) The principal ſubjeR of the goſpel aui 


is CunisT. 


Thus when Philip went down to Samatia, he 
preached Chri "unto them, Acts viii. 5. We preach 
Chrift cracified, ſays Paul, 1 Cor, i, 23. Yea, he 
adds, ii. 2. I determined not to know any thing amon 
you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. And wit 
good Wl, For though the preaching of the croſs be 
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zo them that periſh, fooliſhneſs ; unt us Thich are 
ſaved, it is the poxver of God. i. 18. Ta h, even 
before his appearance in the fleſh, giwe all the prophers 
cui nee, (Acts x. 43.) and all the apoſtles made him 
their delightful theme. Nor can any teacher of reli - 
gion ſucceſsfully diſcharge his truſt, who makes not 
Chriſt the Alpha and Omega of bis preaching, the 
centre and mark to which bis diſcourſes are conſlantly 


directed. 2:5 5 
To preach Chriſt, js to be ſure a more ex/ea//ve 
work than many ſeem to ſuppoſe. I fear ſome have 
thought themſelves to excel herein, who have too 
much overlooked, if they have not inadvertently 
oppoſed the real ;zzport and end of his miflion. .Chriſt 
is to be preached not to the excluſion of other divine 
truths, reſpecting the character of God, or the obligge 
tions of men: but in connection with and confirmation 
of our antecedent obligations, and to the promotion 
of our future obedience. While we tell our hear, 
evbo Chriſt is, and what; he hath accampliſhed ; we 
mult tell them allo his interpoſition was needed, 
and for what purpoſe. he gave himſelf à ranſom for 


LE 


many. But more of this hereafter... 15914 
Our preaching Chriſt muſt more direclly include, 
a declaration of che conftitution of bis perſon, as Im- 
manuel, God in eur nature, or God manifzfted in the 
Heß. On this important truth I dwelt a little at the 
beginning of the Uiſcourſe, and upon 2his rock the 
church is buſt. —The neceflity of his mediation, "is 
another eſſential "article of chriſtianity. That he is 
the way,” the truth and the lift. Ne man cometh unto 
the' Father but by him. 7 here is ſalvation in none 
other. But by bin all that believe are juſtified 
from all gs I which they could not have been 
juſtified By the of Moſes. For he is able to ſave 


wunig 


10 


% the urtermef all them that come meto God by him; 


havi * away fin by the ſacrifice of bimfelf, and 
— — to X for 2 our 


delightful employment to proclaim the fallze/s a 
freeneſe of bis grace, Who is a merciful and faithfid 
high-prieft, who can be touched with the feeling of our 
snfirmities; whoſe readineſs to receive the chief of 
fingers, without any worthineſs of their own to re» 
commend them, is abundantly aſcertained by his own 
gracious invitations and promiſes, His S %, cleanſeth 
from all fin; his tighteouſneſs ſhall preſent the be- 
lever faultleſs before the throne ; his grace ſhall help 
in every time of need. Meanwhile we would never 
forget to point out the de/fgn of his miſfion, as being at 
once to releaſe from obligation to puniſhment, and 
effectually to indace thoſe that truly receive him to 
forſake fin, and 8 acknowledpe their obli- 
ations to obedience. ivering them #t the ſame 
me from the curſe of the law, and from their own 
entity to the law: ſaving them from the power and 
love of fin, as well as from the effects of God's 
ri as diſpleafure againft it: redeeming them from 
M iniquity, and purifying unto himſelf a peculiar 
people zealous of works; as zealons for the 
performance of them, as they can be againf! depen- 
dance on them.——We would alſo take delight in 
dwelling upon the c and perpatuity of the 
ſalvation that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Salvation from 


eternal and conſequently infinite miſery, though no 


greater than what was proportionate to the infinite 
evil of fin, A falyation that gloriſies all the per- 
fections of Jehovah, ſecures the rights of Deity, 
ſatisfies the inflexible and unalterable law, condemns 
fin to the uttermoſt, gratiſies the utmolt wiſhes of a 
renewed ſoul, confounds the powers of darkneſs, and 
fills the angelic worlds with tranſport and ineffable 
.-blifs, We rejoice to aſſure eyery ſoul that is once 

| brought 


e 
brought to participate the bleſſings of this falvationz 


that they are irrevocable and unalienable ; that it is & 
ſalvation conneAed with erernal glory. They that are 
jintereſted therein, ſhall not be aſhamed or confounded 
world without end. They are kept as in-a garriſon 
by the power of God, to an inheritance incorruptible; 
undefiled, and that ſadeth not away. Chriſt is in 
them, and nothing ſhall ſeparate them from his love; 
2 little while and they ſhall be for erer with 
the Lord. | ' Wy 


This great and glorious ſalvation is all in CAL 
alone, He it is that is made of God unto his people 
wiſdom, 1ighteouſneſs, ſar.Qification, and redemp 
tion, In him they were cleſen before the foundatio 
of the world. —In him they have redemption throug 
his blood, the forgiveneſs of. their ſins. —In him they 
are juſtified, and in him they glory,—By bim and to 
him they are called, —Their ſanQification is from 
him, and to his image are they therein conformed, 
By his (irength they perſevere, /ooting unto Teſus 
they run the race ſet before them. —They muſt live an 
die looking fer the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chris unte 
eternal life. And the happineſs they hope for, is the 
reſult of their being . perfectly ile bim by ſeeing 
bin as beit. It may therefore well be ſaid, Hin we 
preach, Him we aff preach, if we would convert 
and edify the ſouls of men. | 2 217 


Whenever we dwell upon any other prevli of 
conſequent truths, we wiſh Aill to keep Cuais e in 
our eye, and to direct to % the eye of all our 
hearers. © When we inſiſt on the greatneſs and glory 
of the divine nature, che excellence and reaſonable- 
neſs of God's law, the dreadful evil and deſert of fin, 
the fallen ruined ſtate of man, and the like topics z 
which things are true, 4xtecident to e 


( ez ) 
of the mi ſſon and work of Chriſt : we -weold' make 
Chriſt che end of all, that you may fec and feel your 
need of him to bring you wato God. Aud thus when | 
we wenld excite our hearers $0 vary, we would draw 
our motives ſrom the love of Chriſt, ſte the example 
of Chriſt as the pattern of all bbedience, — 
— — of Chriſt as the end which YER ander 


weetelt obligations to purſue. | 

Thus did the apofiJes of our Lord: and all hik 
faithful ſervants from age to age have walked in the 
lame ſteps.* I hey that have had moſt ſucceſs in 
wenge the kingdom of ſatan, have done it by 
preaching Cri, He was the principal ſubjea of 
delt dilcourſes, and all other uſe ful ſubje ds were 
enforced and ſeaſoned with this. The main dodriae 
by which they expeRted ge men, from iniquity 
was the acArine of of the cro ich they blendes an ad 
woos with all that ay: Etrere to their ih 


— 


1 uninſpired men, I know of no — le fo 
15 Ae 4 edifying as that of David Brainerd. n 
— — oe rid that I could fo carneſfly with 
peruſed by mi niſters and chriſtians, as the Ace 
of bis L o bu Life pu publiſhed by Preſident Edmonds y- containing ſuch 
Ati example of vital — Nr godlineſs, as welt 2 4— 
lzghnſul an account of grace upon wan 


lavages, who were drought — his 5 to the Lee 
or 


ſalvation. In his remarks upon that 
that he was favoured with peculiar 
the various lines of his iſcobries mett and > in. in 
« Whatever ſuhject I have been treating REITs having 


« ſpent time ſuificient to explain and "and oof 


On- 
« tained therein, I have been naturally and eafily led to Chrift as 
«the  ſubſlance of every ſudject. If 1 treated on the IE 
4 aus perfection of God, I was thence maturatly ro 
iſcourſe of Chriſt as the only way to the Father. If I at- 
4 tempted to open the deplorable = __ of — 17 1 
« was frattral 'rhenos t6 > neceſity of 
„ untleftake for us, to atone tera 
A the power of them.—1f I taught 
our Violation of them, this 
way, © of the Lord Jeſus The 
3 the law we had broken, and ww 
of it for righteouſneſs to every one — 


(xz) 


This, bleſfed' be God, was the- comftant aim of your 
dear deceaſed miniſter, and wo rejoice-timthelkboured = 
not in vain, neither did he run in van. 22 
. the ſeals of Nis ministry, went to — 
fotle — — 
they (hall tollew' ach 

hope they th the whole of: a: e u — 

cannot enpect I ſhoutd fully explain alk that — 
txined therein, in one diſcourſe: Therefore, 9 7 


(2.), Let me obſarve,, that the tert iaglies. ous. 
preaching of Chriſt ſhould be accompanied with 
ſolemn warnings. oy 


This delightſubaews.of Gleation is indeed . 5 
and important cencern, and ſhould: be treated as fuek. 
by all who hear it. The glad i ti » of redemption; 
will only: be welcome: to thoſe who feel the in need aß 
a:redeemer. I maſt. n of you, 
av. my dear brother often did in the earneſt and 
affeftionate: manner, that you —* ome mh 
treme noed of ſalvstion; and that, ſklvatian - can: be 
obtained no other way but through. the Lord) Jeſus: 
Chrilt, — one preſent that there i 
none: other name under heaven given, among men 
whereby: we muſt be ſaved. No one off you; cam do 
without a ſour for you. are every one in a; loſt: 
undone condition, axpoſed to the cunferof a haly ſin 
avenging God.; and none of. you enn ſave. yourſelves, 
on make fatisfaQion to God ſon your o- ſina nei han 
can you find help im any creature) on eanth or im 
heaven ;- nor will you find help even in God: himſelf 
without the interpeſition: ofia mediator. Gad cannot. 
lia, nor deny, himſelſ, and thetefore be can. never act 
am ĩnconſiſtent part,, or ſo extend mercy to innere. a. 
to encourage ſin. It became thoreſtne his dignuyp, 
—_ and purity, to ſave:ſigners an ſuch a * 

WO. 
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would ſhew his deteſtation of ſin, and determination 
to ſupport the bonour of his: law, and aſſert his ſu- 
me authority; and for this purpoſe be ſent his Son 
the likene ſs of ſinful fleſh, that fin might be con- 
demned in his fleſh, and all righteouſneſs be fulſilled 
by him; and in vain will yon hope to have acceſs to 
God any other way. You are far ioo vile for him to- 
hear you on any other account; -yaur righteouſaeſſes, 
are as filthy rags, defective and defiled, and if you 
preſume to_approach unto God therein, you, muſt 
expect immediate baniſhment from bis glorious pre- 
ſence, © (0998 23 44 4 | * geen 
I warn every one of you, ſeeing you ſo need this 
ſalvation; that you rie not the-coun/el of God againft 
yourſelves. It is not only at your peril that you ex»: 
preſsly deny the doctrine of the atonement, but at 
r peril will it be for you to treat it with neg le. - 

ou are every one enemies to Chriſt, Who are not 
decidedly for him. He will not excuſe you under the 
tence of neutrality. What an infinite r 18 

it to the Son of God, to put him off with idle pre- 
tences of reſpect, while your heart is full of averſion 
to him. Like Paul and his fellow-labourers in the 
ſervice of God, (who were ſound, confiſtent preachers) 
I warn and beſeech you that you receive not this 
favour from God, even the tidings of ſalvation by 
his grace, in vain. Beware left that come you 
wwhech is ſpoken of in the; prophets, Bebold ye deſpiſers,. 
and wonder; and periſh ; for I work a work in your 
days, a work which. you will in noauiſe believe, though. 
a man declare it unto you. How Hall we eſcape if we 
negled /o great ſalvation? Wherefore as the Holy Spirit 
faith, To day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
28 Dare not to treat the Son of God as if 
were not worthy of your acceptation. Leſt if you 
imitate and practically juſtify thoſe who would net 
ue come 


e s } 
come. unto Mm lor life,” he ſhould treat yo e 
enemies, who would not that he ſhould reigu ber 
them. With many ſoch words / as. {Ma did the 
apoſtles teſtify and exhort, ſaying, /eboes 
from. this untoward generation, &. &. 1 or. vi. , 
Acts xiii, 40, 44+ Heb. ib, 3, ifi 7, . 29, May 
God help all his migilters o kecp to the. -pricantivg -- 


plan in this re ſpeQ.. 7 wu „ l e 
And while we wars finners of of _& — * 1777 
they need a faviour ;—that Ens kg can ab 9 


them not to reje him by ondelief! : we would al 
articularly wars thoſe who profeſs to Hive receive 
im, that they deceive not themſelves, an' bnvur 
not __ e golf by giving it only a feigned or partial 
But AN 2 wont Chrift Joſus the Lord, 
ho — in him as to demonſtrate you have received 
bim in all his offices, for they cannot be divided.” 
Be concerned to evidence that you have received him 
for the very ends for which he is given of the 7 i 
viz. not only to be your xa/nsoM From: the” pie” off, 
hell, but a beaver and coumaNoeniof the op 244 
whom you muſt daily follow, — — - Fourſelf and; 
bearing his croſs ; and ebe i his rength bw 
the world, the devil, and the fleſh... O be warned that 
you abuſe not any of che doctrines of grace, to en- 
courage —— or ſenſuality. They are all doctrines 
according to godlineſs, and thoſe are the worſt ene- 
mies to them in the world, who while they are full. of. . 
talk about them; diſhonour them by the indu{gepey; 
of unchriſtian tempers, and by a wicked: life and- 
converſation, . We would warn every mau, that 18 
ANY MAN HAVE NOT THE SPLRIT: oy Cuzn, let 
his notions be ever to evangelical, or the account of 
his ary pt or _ FR if ere been ſhbok. 
$1770 ot 2167;40% 2010 ee 
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them from almighty wrath ;—and therefore = 
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ns by ub means better than others, ac havi 
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qc) 
er hell, or eaught up into paradiſe; n ds ORE 
or Hie. ; "#6 | 2 15:5 
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80 Our preaching of Chriſt moſt be attended. 


wich diligent, \particutar and repeated inſtru@ions, 
Teaching every man, ſays the text. Not only muſt 
their afﬀeQtions © be allured by a repreſentation of 


Chriſt's Jovelineſs and grace, and their fears excited 


by ſolemn warnings, of their neceffities and dangers, 
and che evil of xcjefting or abuſing the goſpel; but we 
mult labour to tench them the mind _—_ will of Chriſt; 
endeavour to inlirua them in the whole counſel of 
God; and teach them to obſerve all things whatſoever. 


Chriſt has commanded. I will inſtance an a few 


WT» of ſalvation, is ene” mg which 
every man = to be taught. Ties it ers 
originated with God himſelf, and that of his own 


heart hath he done all theſe great things for his people. 


He was not influenced to provide à redeemer from a 
conſciouſneſs that he bad dealt haedly wih mankind: 


in the covenant of works ; that he bad originally re- 


quired more than his due, or threatened the ſinner 
with a puniſhment tao ſevere for his crimes. Nor was 
the love of God excited to his ele, by the ſoreſ ght 
of any native or ſelf- acquired excellencies in them 
beyond others whom he paſſed by. No, he foreſaw 
all the human race would apoſtatize and become ex- 
p_ to _ 1 he accounted 7 — 
awful conſequences of their 8 were 
ioned 20 their demerit. — letras 
no more 
amiableneſs, and no more native phaVleneſs than the 
reſt of manbeind; but he freely, ſovereignly, and 
abſolutely determined to have mercy on whom he 


would have .me:cy, and compaſſion on — 
t 


would have compathen,; that having 9 eir 
| 4 
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( | 
ſolvation coufiftent with his on guy, and: the 
general of the | univerſe, they might be to the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace: while benerolent 
an ſang for joy over each, It wot this @ brand 

nn | 4 ' 


plucked our of the fre? S 4 
9 be dice divine influence to convert the ſoul 10 | 
God, is — die e to be taught 

to every man.— By this docttine, as rally, 


Rated /cripturg 
it is get to be underſtood, that a man mult be, unde 
the influence of the Spirit of God, or elſe it cul 
not be fair for him to be required to conform to the 
law, or to comply with the” goſpel,” By no mean 
Every rational being is bound to love God with al 
his heart and ſoul, And if he bates God ever 
much, that is no excuſe for him, If he cht abide 
God's. ſetvice, becauſe it is holy; if he cannet hear 
Chriſt's worde, becauſe he tells him the truth; if he 
cannot ceaſe from fin, becauſe he is ſo fond of it; if 
he cannot bluſh for his fins, becauſe he is not at all 
aſhamed; all this: ĩs no extuſe in the leaſt, If he can- 
not be ſabjeR to the law of God, . becaofſe he is full of 
enmity againſt it; and cam love the goſpel, becauſe. 
it is fcoliſhneſr unto him; all this is no reaſon why 
God ſhould make a ne law, which" not being ſpiri- 
tual would only'require- bodily ; or why he 
ſhoald frame a- new goſpel, that would ſuit his ſelf. 
juſtifying or ſin-indulging difpoſition better, Nor is 
it any reaſon why God ſhould not be angry with bim 
for refuſing tb kiſs his Son, who is the expreſs image 
df the Father. The doctrine of efficacious grace does 
ot imply that God ought not to require bar of an 
nan which he has not a mind to give to God: 
yet that God is bvand'to ineline a maw to do his duty 
or elſe not to blame him for the neglect of it;\ . 
aut it implies that we are. vile depraved creatures, 
tba would not attend — teaſonable requite- 
5 2 ments 
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ments. of God himſelf, were he not to put bis la 
into our hearts. That we are infatuated foes to our 
own happineſs, and would noi comply with the kin: 
imuitations, were not God to compel us to come in 
to the goſpel feaſt, It implies. that we were as de- 
praved as we were guiliy, and after God had provided 

an infnite Nie atone for out guilk, we ſhou 

ſponer ve pet iſhed everlaſlingly than have Tabmitt 
abe bumbliug «'medbod of Titvaidon; tad bot the 
Holy Spirit undertaken,to make us yg in the day 
of tis poder. 16 ſhort, divine influence fs nk; 
not to lay us, under obligation to the povernor of t 6 
world, or the {avjour of ſinners, But t6 e 
nate rebels to ch with the moſt reaſonable obliga- 
tions.” It is hecefſafy not to make it proper to ye 
t 


means with fhners einne or to {et motive: to, f 
before" them; dut ic rar to render the be 
meant and the robleſt motives, Tucteſsful and efßca- 
_—_— ST DMG OT ee e , eee 


Fer. C3 7: ” Tax i; T2 INT 183 524 
Toe tendency of the Holy Spirit's" influance, ns. we 
deſite fo teach every man, is, therefore, not to licen- 
tiouſneſs or {lothfulneſs, but to holineſs and diligence, 
A confiflent preacher; will teach belieyers as Paul did, 
© Work put, your own ſalvation with, fear and trem- 
bling; for it. is God who worketh in you to will and 
to do of his r And a con/;ftent belie var 
will ſay to God as David did, Thou h commanded ut 
tg deep thy, recent. Kiligentlys O that my ways. avere 
Girefted te keep thy flatutes.. He that truly believes 
that without Chriit he can, do, nothing, will rejoice i 
that be, can. 40 all, things through Cbriſt which 
Weagtheneth him: and the deeper ſenſe he has of his 
yea gets, the, mpxe earneſtly he will cry to the. ſtrong 
: r trength-· ., ud! il e +261 348 0] 984 2:49.19 
only add here, We are to teach every man the way 
if WBC H ver ould Ap f, their 3 _ Ihe 
2-23.21 ö tdeemer. 
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Numer I you love ms; ſaid our Lord, keep my 
commas ments. Not only keep Jour/elwes. in tb love of 
Od, and: delight yourſelves inthe: Lord, but ſhew 
your love to him openly beſore men. And let that 
be. manifeſted; not only by conſtant auendance om 
ublic worſhip, as well as private; by attention to 
— 1 to the poſitive inſtitutions of the 
nem teſlament; but alſo by the whole of your conduct 
towards: your fell - men; particularly. by /ove 10 all 
whether they follow with 5 or no. Hereby 
ſhall all men know you are his les, if you love: 
one. another. | | He that: /aith In lar God, and loweth 


pm” 


— 


A 


wot bis: brother, Is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
And do good as — fs, i power to all men, 
. + mp She 


that the 
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fbould do unto you, er. them, And lowe 
your enemies, pray for them that perſecute you and de- 
ully ws you. _— unto e | 
rat railin , con rar yu his, 
— . to adorn the doftrine of God 
your- ſaviour. in all _ Theſe things we exhort: 
and teach in the name of the Lord — And par- 
ticularly we would commend to you 1 diligent diſ- 
C of all relative duties, according to the ſtati 
vou hold in life, as parents, children, buſbands,, 
— maſters and ſervants, &c. Which Paul 10 
— upon at the eloſe of moſt of his epiſtles, 
elpecially to the Epheſians and Coloſfans, and en- 
1 — —— from 
the confideration of Chriſt being the buſband of the 
church, and the maſter of us all. Theſe he tells Titus: 
are the things that become /annd drfrine. May God 
een n heads and lives. 


. 


1 


(4) 1 ſhould notice the exten! of the miniſter's. 
work, he ſhould warn and teach every man; i. e. every 
man he can perſuade to heat him; watching indeed 
for oꝑpo tunities : of acceſs to his fellow-immortals.— 
We are ſure we cannot find a man who can do without 
Chriſt; and we cannot find à man who, is forbidden to 
agply to Chriſt. No, verily; but all who come under 
the jound of the goſpel, muſt be warned 10 flee from 
the wrath to come, and invited to come to Chriſt 
Jeſus. The wwiſdem of God calls and expoſtulates 
with them that love \femplicity, chat deli, bt .in Morning, 
and hate knowledge, Prov. i. Jeſus calls to all the endy 
of the-earth to look to him and be ſaved; and charges 
the ſtout hearted and far from righteouſneſi to hearken. 
He: invites the wicked to forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous his thoughts, and turn unto the Lord, 
who will have mercy; -, and unto our God. who 
aboundeth in forgiveneſs. Unleſs therefore we will 
make abundance of ſeripture of none effect, we mult 
conclude that Mr. Ralph Erſkine had room to ſay, 
„Let the Arminians at- their peril maintain their 
«« general redemption, but we mull at our peril main- 
„e tain the general or indefinite call of thegoſpel.““ 
Indeed if none but the eleRt were to be thus calle „ how 
mult we underitand our Lord's wards, who expreſsly 
favs MANY ARE CALLED, BUT FEW: ARE:CHOSEN? : 
Ih ven Ts . W bm. BE ue e ut 
* See Erfkine's ſermops, vol. I. p. 368. Chriſt the People's 
Covenant, Do read his _ Sonnetts too, part I, chap. v. Qs, 
ſrom line 99 to the end of the ſectĩion. He uſcd:to be accou 
a ſound viniſt, as well as good father Bunyan, , But Mr. 
James, in his excellent charge to Mr. Symonds, p. 63, obſerved 
« 1 know not how it is, but fore men, under # notior-o 
greater goſpekclearneſs than the reſt of their brethren, ſeem to 
« have. little, very little to. ſay; to poor ſinners. I, cannot help. 
& thinking this is one of the old ſerpent's wiles and devices, i 
«order to prevent their vſcfuliefl) Sure. am, this is? not 


& treading in theʒ ſootſteps of our great Lord and Maſter, follow - 
« ing the example of Chriſt and his apoſtles, not our good oly 
6 fatbers and refirmers Who are gone beſore, E ks do 
ill praiſe them in the gate, c. &c, 


Kay 


. -But;though. we are not to treat inelination as the 
rule and meaſure of obligation, nor to, exhort ſinners 
or ſaints only to what they are inclined ta do; there 
are various reſpects in which our addreſſes ſhould vary, 


according — Fifuation of our heaters, and in ſome 
caſes. according to their di/poſition., Different duties 
becomeincumbent on men in different circumſtances; 
ſome are to glorify God by the exerciſe of authoruy; 
others by ſubmiſſion to the authority of others: ſome 
by che diſtribution of; their worldly, goods ; others by 
the thankful reception of alms. Let the brother of 
low degree rejoice in that he is exalted, and be. ſo 
thankful for his ſpiritual privileges, as not to repine 
at the unequal. diſtribution; of worldly wealth. Let 
the rich. rejoice that he is made low, and, prove the 
truth of his humiliatipa, by:candeſcending. to men of 
low degree, &c.— Thus mult we endeavour to warn 
the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, ſuccour the 
tempted, and reclaim the backſlider; rebuking ſome 
ſharply; and of ſome, have compaſſion, making a 
difference. Which naturally leads to the laſt par- 


ticular. 9 371 


C.) Chriſt, muſt be preached, and eyery man muſt 
be warned aud tau it, all wiſdom. © OO 
_ Surely, gear brethren, much wiſdom is needed for 
ſo. great a work. Who is ſyfficieng for theſe. things! 
The miniſters of Chriſt who remain among you im- 
plore your prayers, Thanks be to God for one pro- 
mie which we may ſhare. with you; we need à large 
fhare of it; I man. lack wiſdom let bim aſk of 
God, who. giveth liberally 'untarail.men; and\upbraideth 
not, and it Hall be gi hin They whoſe wark-re« 
- quires all auiſdem, need 'afk it inceſſantly. For: the 
wiſdom we need doſcendeth from above. It is not 
- carnal, worldly wiſdom, ' which would lead us to 
oorrupt the word of God, ſo gs to ſuĩt it to the finful 
dire ae propenſities 
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propenſities of men; Either to favour their ſelf- 
righteouſneſs or their ſelf-rndulgenee, No; rather it 
is wiſdom that ſhall enahle us to counter work both 
theſe evils in all their different ſerpentine forms 
Much Wee is needful to diſplay the perſect con- 
ſrſtency of the divine character; the real harmony of 
law and goſpel: to enable us to ſecute the glory of 


God's righteous government, and ſet forth the wow. 
Scl riches of his grace. iſaom is necef; 


to 
make every Chriſtian aware of the true reaſons which 
rendered the mediation: of Chriſt requiſite to his fal- 
vation; which were, the inviolable rectitude of the 
Jaw, and the mtolerable criminality: of the ſinner.— 


MNſadom is required that we may always keep in view 


the feal end of the whole goſpel; which is to bring 
Sinners back to God, and to inward conformity to Mis 
moral perſections. They need <0i/aom W Dom God 

to win ſouls, and to connterwork the ſabtle 


emp 
devices of the old ſerpent, who ſeeks to deſtroy them. 


They need wwi/Zom to ſeparate between the precious 
and the vile; to avoid making fad the heart of the 
righteous, and ſtrengthening the hands of the wicked. 
They need wwi/dem to ſteer between the dangerous 
extremes to which mankind are expoſed to lean, and 
to. guard the. people againſt errors on, the right hand 
and the left.—But I muſt not enlarge, enough has 
deen ſaid to ſhew we need all wiſdom; may you 
unite with us in praying for it on our behalf. 

Tha great deſire: of a faithful miniſler is, that he 
may preſent every one of his hearers perſed in Chrift 
Jr; hut of this I am nat expected to treat. I only 
appeal to yon all who uſed to attend on the miniſtry 
of my departed. friend, that this was evidently the 
acdent wiſh of his heart; even the perſect and eternal 


bappineſs' of all his hearers. That being ſound in 
Chak, they might be peefeQly. juſtified. t 1 his 


righteouineſs ; 


„ 
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righteouſneſs: and that Chaiſt Befug Armed in their 
hearts, they might be conformed univerſally tothe 
will of God; and that the work of  ſanificativn 
might advance more and more, till it ĩſſued in abſolute 
perfection.— This was Paul's; aim and, fervent; deſine 
wherever, he, went, When be had opportunity, to 
addreſs a congregation not gathered together for re- 
ligious worſhip, Bar in a court of judicature, before 
e ACTI, he wiſhed to God that all the 
aſſembly, even his blood - chirſty proſecutors, were 


written more. about predeſtination than ny other in- 
ſpired writer, but he was too judicious to conteive 
that docttine rendered it inconfiltent for à miniſter to 
pray for a. whoſe congregation. Some might obje 
to a minifler's defiring to preſent every hearer' perfect 
in Chriſt Jeſys; that this end would never be anſwer 
at all geſpecting many of them, nor had God deere 

it ſhould, But if 1 the ev 
there is no weight in this 6bjeation'; God's revea 
will, and not his ſecret purpoſe, is our role, Again; 
it might de urged, this gud is not fully Alken 
refpeting any in this Hife. 1 admit it is not; and 
therefore miniſters tmuſt Mill go on waruing and teach- 
ing every man: and though their deſue is not yet 
fulblled; they may have: bleſſed evidence concerning 
many, that it ſhall be at laſt. „ een 


I feel myſelf too much affected by the lofs of "ny 


- 


rethren, in praying that God would be the father * 

heſe Fahertets e ven; aid the atron of the widow, 

| May the Lord ſupport her under this ſore bereavement, 
1 huſ- 


with the like conſolations by which ſhe fa 


bt were they all preſent. Unite with me, 'm 


band upheld during bis heavy afflictions! O 


11 9, 


ſuch as he was, except his bonds. I believe Paul has 


it mould prove ſo in the 22005 | 


dear frigod, to be able particularly to addreſs his 


E . 


equal diſtance 
viniſm: who ſha 


he ſpoke not as p 
hearts; neither uſing flatiering words, nor a. cloke of 


( 34 ) | 
x pleaſure was it to him to ſec evidence that ſome were 


called by divine grace! May thete be not one left 
behind! I doubt not but his ſpirit in glory will 
rejoice, as well as the holy angels, at hearing the 
news of their converſion, n 11 
This church and, congregation I exhort to bleſs 
God, who has ſo highly favoured them aud their pre- 
ereilte. with a. ſucceſſion of faithful: minifters, who 

ave all taught the ſame doctrine and trod in' the fame 
ſteps. ' Remember them which have had the 'rule aver 
you in the Lord, who have ſpoken unte you ihe word of 


C whoſe faith follow, confidering the end of their 


converſation : Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, and 10 
day,. and for 45 He 2 carried abaut with divirs 
and ſiranye doctrines for it is a goed thing that the 
Heart 1 wilh grace. fore one another, 
Keep up regular diſcipline. Often unite in feryent 
prayer, eſpecially that God himſelf may provide you 


with a paſtor after his own heart. A man of the ſane 


ſtamp with all you have had yet, who ſhall' keep. at 
ow real Arminiani/m and falſe Cal- 

Il preach Chrift, warning every man, 

and itachinꝭ every man, in all auiſdo m. 
I ſhall not attempt to ſay much concerning the 


deceaſed, not is it needful to thoſe who knew. him; 


which hundreds of you did. I believe'few who. knew 


him, knew where to find a man whoſe general con- 


verſation indicated more goſpel ſimplicity and god! 
incerity. Having been put in traſt with the el 
kaüpg men but God who trieth our 


covetouſneſs, God and you are witneſſes, But being 
affectionately deſirous of your eternal welfare, helabour- 


ed as one who could willingly have imparted unto you, 
not the. goſpel ye but his own ſoul, becauſe.ye were 


dear untb Him. But he ſed co preach not Kimletf, but 


Chriſt 
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2hrift Jeſus the Lord; and he meant that I, this after 
zoon, ſhould not preach upon the encellencies of 
oſhua Symonds, hut upon the, excellencies of Jeſus 
Yhiakt, This, however, I will zepeat to the bonour 
af the grace af God, that both parts of che text were 
zlled in him 40 a good dagtee. I wiſh. that the 
zany chtiſtian friends, who viſited him in his afflic- 
ion, and ſaw ſo wr wg that Chris was in — > 
* gary, may take .oncouragement to | 

4 85 Chriſt more than ever. You have ſeen a 
oor, afflicted, dying man, that has lain as 4 may ay” 
the month of the grave for theſe ſeveral months, 
4,4 a ſtr \ ility from week to. week, that 
bat would be his dying week ; who was yet fa by. 
omforted, and enabled to wait ; patiently ſor his e- 
pected and much-defired change: louging to be with: 
briſt, as that which was far better than all earthly 
njoyments. Yes, you hive ſeen a man who had ine 
trong ũes to earth, drawn by a far ſtronger tie toward 
jeaven, even by the love of an unfeen Saviour, WhO 
vas in him the hope of glory. That Saviour whom it 
vas his delightfal employment once to I and 
yhom he now unites with all the hoſts of heaven to 
raiſes | | 2 0 vs — Biz 
Surely this ſight muſt be enough to make ſome who 
tow not the Lard, ſay, Let me die the wrath af the 
ighteous, and let my laſt end be like his! But id in 
vould indulge an hope of ſach a bleſſing unleſs you 
re taught to live the life of faith. Chriſt muſt dwell 
n your hearts, and purify them by faith; you muſt 
xperimentally know what Paul meant when he ſaid 
am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live, yet not 
„ but Chrift liveth in me, &c. or you cannot ex 

o die thus, And, believe me, the life of faith is 
dot only a neceſſary preparation for death, but is the 
nly comfortable and happy life even while in _ 


— 
— OS I cn . — — 


text may 
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—O that you might all experience this truth. Many 
of you do I doubt not. Rejoice in the Lord, give him 
thanks for this late proof of his faithfolneſs, in his 
kindneſs to our departed friend, and take courage; 
expecting he will be alſo your ſupport when heart and: 
fleſh fail. If any are preſent who knew but little 
of our 07g rs friend, yet I wiſh de words of the 

ave weight with them, to put them upon 
the- enquiry, Is Chriſt in me or not? Have I any 
ſcriptural hope of glory or no? Death is coming. 
The judge ſtands at the door. The youngeſt, or the 
healt perſon - preſent may be the next that ſhall 
die. There is no likelihood avs ſhall all meet together 
again till we ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
and if we are not ſound in Chriſt ben, we ſhall find 
no other refuge from eternal deſtruction. 


Death and judgment haſten. Miniſters and people 


are dying. Your fathers where are th „ and the 


rophets do they live for ever , May I, may my 

noured brethren in the miniſtry preſent, be greatly 
excited, to future diligence in our important work.. 
May we be inſtant-in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, that 
whenever the Lord cometh he may find us ſo doing, 
preaching CHRIST, warning every man, and teaching 
every man, in all wiſdom, that at leaſt we may 
1 preſent many men perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The 
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The A DB DR E SS. 
+ T 7E are here aſſembled, my chtiſlian friends; 
le upon a very ſerious and ſolemu occaſicn. 
* Every divine ſervice, every religious. aſſembly, arelin 
© their very nature, ſerious affairs, Vet there are.ſume 
* ſervices, ſome aſſemblies, that are attended with a 
4 peculiar ſolemnity, This, which now engages our 
* attention, is eminently ſo. 8 


The preſent occaſion admits of, yea calls for 
Mourning, We have loſtia friend: —a good man 
a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. His preſence and conver- 
ſation have often: refreſhed and gladdened many of 
our hearts. Under his miniſtry, numbers here preſent, 
have frequently been benefited as occaſional, while 
others have been edified'as ſtated attendants. But we 
ſhall ſee his face;—ſhall hear. his voice no more, 
Are not theſe affecting confiderations? Are not we 
intereſted, though ſome more. deeply than others, in 
the ſolemn event that has taken place? Come, let us 
mingle ſouls, and drop a tear, as a tribute of affection 
to the memory of our departed friend. 


Though all are intereſted, yet, as juſt now obſerved, 
ſome more deeply than others. How great the loſs of 
his family! The ſubjeR is too tender, —too affectin 
to dwell upon. May the eternal God be the huſband 
of the widow ;—the father of the fatherleſs! The: 
church and congregation which ſtatedly meet here, 
have loſt an affectionate paſtor ;—a faithful miniſter. 
An extenfive circle of acquaintance have loſt a tender, 
a _ friend. Many, who as yet have not been 
informed of his departure, when they receive the un. 
welcome tidings, will become our fellow-mourners. 
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together, and the ſermon Which has been delivered on 
the occaſiont may lead every ntind to ſuitable, to 
ſerious reflection! Eſpecially may this event quicken | 
and znimate us who'ſultain the character of miniſters, 
that we may be more ſerious, fervent and faithful in 
all our.miniſtetia} ſervices! May all Who ate hearers 

the word, liſlen to it with greater ſeriouſneſs” and 


9 


ttentionf n 

Wpben our dear friend was in this pulpit “ the laſt 
time he ever appeared among you, vrobably you little 
thought it was the laſt diſcourſe you ſhould ever hear 
from his lips. -Miniſters ſhould' always enter upon 
their work with this ſolemn thought, perhaps | am 
going to preach. my laſt ſermon; or, if nor, perhaps 
ſome of my hearers may de laid on a dying bed, or 
19 eternity, before I ever preach again. Let thoſe 
. ho are hearers, adopt fimilar reflections reſpecting 
themſelves. Were they but propetly realized, they 
would tend to ſolemnize our religious ſervices 

But, methinks, on the preſent occaſion, there is a 
call for gratitude, Through. rich mercy, our deceaſed 
brother did not live in vains He was the highly 
honoured inſtrument of turning many from darkneſs 
to light. And not only did he live uſefully, but he 
died honourably; yea, he finiſbed his courſe with joy. 


| © The loſs of an eſteemed friend by death, is certainly 
a diſtreſſing event: yet far, very far from being the 
maſt painful ſcene we are ſometimes called to wieneſs. 
W hat is this compared with tbe awful falls, the T 
ful apoſtacies of ſome, who are dead while they are 
̃ e IN eine 
* Tt was firſt intended, that this addreſs ſhould be delivered 
over the grave; but the evening being. cold, and the le 
having been eloſdly crowded in the place of worſhip, it was 


thought that ſtanding in the open air might be prejudicial to 
ſome, and ſo a continuance in the meeting-houſe was preferred. 
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alive? Theſe are like trees whoſe fruit witheretby- - 
withgut fruit, wier dead; gad plucked up by ibe> 
roots. How moch more deſirable 10 ſee gur chriſtian 
friends end their days with credit tg their holy pro- 
ſeſſion, than for them to, live and degenerate pio 
immorality fall iotg erram-ror even fink into luke- 
warmne(s} Let us unite in, tbanktulne(s to the great 
head of the church, ſor that rich : diiplay- of grace 
manifeſted, in ' preſerving the heatt the head--+rhe. * 
feet of out dear, brother.. 
You will unite with me in obſerving, that this is a 
ſeaſon which calls for prater. Prayer is neceffary at 
all times, and on all occaſions. We are commanded 
to be ioftant in he to pray wirhout ceaſing. Yet. 
ſome particular ſeaſons evidently call far extraordinary 
prayer. Such is the prefent one. Look at the bereaved 
tamily. See a mourning widow, and her numerous 
children; If you loved your late miniſter, as a proof 
of it, let his diſtreſſed family be affeAionately remem- 
bered at a throne of grace, View the ſtate of the 
church and congregation which afſewble within theſe 
walls. IL. et all of us uni e with'tber in prayer, that 
God would ſanctiſy the removal of one paſtor and 
miniſter from among them, and provide them with 
another, who ſhall feed them with knowledge and 
underſlas ing. 4 Yo. ov! wt 


My friends, God has broken you with z. ſore 
breach. In his providence he is preaching to you this 
day, an affecting ſermon, | But look ze the eternal 
hills. Lift up Four eyes to the great head of thi 
church. He has never fajd to the ſeed of Jacob, Scek 
ye my face in vain. Look vp to bim by prayer, 'and 
then look out to ſee his appearances for yod in the 
methods of his providencde. 


Finally, I vill venture to add, that here, even here, 
20% ok D 2 there 
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there is cauſe for joy. Amidſt all the clouds of the 
evening, there are rays of light .--there are beams of 
comfort. Lift up your heads, ye faints, with holy joy. 
Have we Jolt 4 friend? Our deareſt friend fill remains. 
Jeſus ever lives. As a fruit of his friendſhip, he gave 
us him, whoſe loſs we now mourn, He onited our 
hands, our hearts, in bands of piety and friendſhip. 
But has not he united us to himſelf? Yes, and becaule 

lives, we ſhall live alſo.— Have we loſt a miniſter ? 
Jeſus the great apoſtle, as well as the high-prieſt of 
our profeſſion, Hl lives, - Our brother has finiſhed 
his generation work, and gone to receive his reward, 
The miniftry ſurvives. Tis in the hands of an 
exalted Immanuel, who has received gifis for men, 
The reſidue of the Spirit is with him, He has ſolemnly 
engaged by his ſacred promiſe to provide. paſtors. for 
his church, after his own heart, Our ears have heard, 
our eyes have ſeen, riſing Eliſhas fill up the places of 
aſcended Elijahs.— The church lives, and ſhall live. 
In this we rejoice —yea, and we will rejoice. 


How pleaſing the thought, —how reviving the hope, 
that, ere long, we ſhall follow our departed friend and 
brother. View him, by an eye of faith, amidſt that 
happy throng, before the throne: of God and the 
Lamb. Numbers of his dear chriſtian friends; - num- 
hers of his beloved flock, ſafely reached that bleſſed 
place, while he remained below, How would theſe 
welcome his arrival in the heavenly port! Now they 
dre met, never, never more to part.-Others are 
follow ing after, as faſt as time can move. Hold out 
faith nd patience a little longer. Be ye followers of 
him, as he was of Chriſt, Soon you ſhall go, where 
he is gove. The ranſomed of the Lord ſhall come to 
Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting Joy upon their 
heads. | TEN 
When we look into 'a grave; eſpecjally into the 
. ' grave 


t ar ) 
grave of a good man ;—when we ſee his body com- 
mitted to the ſilent duſt, —let us look forward to the 
reſurretion. That event, — how dreadful to ſome, 
how deſirable to athers! The grave of a chriſtian,- 
tis a ſafe, tis a ſecure abode. There Jeſus his friend 
and redeemer lay. The bodies of believers will turn 
to duſt ;—but tis precious duſt—Tt ſhall be collected 
together again. It ſhall be formed into a glorious 
body. The ſpirit ſhall return, and te - take poſſeſſion 
of it's proper abode, no more ſubjeC to death. 

What a bleſſed. morning ſhall that be, when che 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt ! May it be che bappifieſs 
of you, the near and dear relatives of the deceaſed'zi— 
of you, the members of this chritian ſacietyg,of 
this numerous aſſembly here preſent ;-—of the extenſive 
| circle of his acquaintance far and wide; and of us, 
his brethren in the miniſtry now , preſent, to be the 
joyful witneſſes, —the happy companions of his riſing 
again to everlaſting life! So ſhall we ever be with 
the Lord. Comfort ye one another with theſe words, 


Finally; Oh that the ſolemnities of this evening 
may have a proper effect on all our minds! Par- 
ticularly oy by quicken, auimate and invigorate- ns 
who ſuſtain the miniſterial charaQer, that, from chi- 
time, we may be more than ever Nedfaſt and un- 
moveable, always Abounding in the work of the 
Lord! Yes, let us gird up our loins afreſh; and 
addreſs ourſelves with Senewed aQivity to — 
employ, being inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of 0 
nowing that in due time we ſhall reap, if we faing 
not. | a y Top 
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APPENDIX. 

A brief narrative of the firſt riſe of the Cnhuken 

aſſembling at the Old Meeting, in Mill-Law, 

Bedford + with a ſhort account of their paſtors, 

until the preſent time, and various other par- 


ticulars, chiefly extracted from their church. 
book, i [ ' 


IJ HEN the Lord had appeared, in a remarkable 
105 manner, for Iſrael, and diſcomfited A malek, 
be ſaid to Moſes, ** Write this for a memorial in 
book,” Exod, xvii. 14. Hiſtorical records of God' 
dealings with his church, compoſe one grand part of 
the ſacred volume. And, though we have no expreſi 
precept, enjoining a ſimilar pradice upon us in the 
- preſent day; yet, we may conſider this part of the 
divine page, as affording a precedent highly worthy 
of our imitation, Some of our churches: have fol. 
lowed the example. They haye written in a book, 


a memorial of God's dealings with them. Such ac- 
coun:s are often exceedingly entertaining and edifying, 
| When we peruſe them, we are ready to exclaim, 
(| What hath God wrought !” ?“? Eats 

14 Thoſe who were formerly concerned in founding 
1 and carryin on the ehurch of Chriſt now aſſembling 
1 at the Ol Meel ing, in Mill. Lane, Bedford, acted ia 
| this manner. Some, Who have ſeen the written 
narrative, have been bighly pleaſed : and ſuppoſing a 
more general knowledge of its contents would gratify 
many others, the. following abridgment of it us 
preſented to the public: 
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The above mentioned ſociety at Bedford, was firſt 
i formed in the Year 1650, Long before that period 
[ | 7 there 


(43) 
there were a number of godly people in the town of 


Bedford, and the adjacent villages, who, although 
they were not gathered together into church-order, 
were diſſatisßed with the ſuperſtitious and perſecuting 
practices of the prelates in that day: and were 
earneſtly concerned to edify themſelves, and propagate 
the truth; gladly entertaining thoſe zealous friends of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, who were then ſtigmatized by 
many under the name of puritans.® Among theſe, 
that venerable man Mr, Jobs Grew was chief, and 
Job Eflon, and Anthony Harrington, who afterwards 
united, with nine more, all grave and aged chriſtians, 
in the formation of this church. Being firſt moved 
to embody themſelves in .goſpel y_Y by the 
advice of the Rev. John Gifford, whole hiltory is 
truly remarkable, 


He was a native of Kent; a warm Royaliſt, and a 
major in the king's army. He was concerned in the 
riſing in that county, for which he was afterwards 
apprehended, and, with eleven others, ſentenced to 
the gallows, The night 8 the day fixed for 
his execution, he was viſited by his ſiſler. On her 
approach to the priſon, the obſerved the guard without 
was aſleep; and , his companions within in- 
toxicated, ſhe entreated him to attempt his eica 
This he effected: and finding his way into a field, 


— 


* There was a Mr. Benjamin Cox, a biſhop's ſon, who, for diſ- 
— inſt infant baptiſm, was impriſoned at C ventry in 1643.3 
thou is adverſaries acknowledge, he was then an ancient 
miniſter of good reputation both for piety and learning ;.of whom 
Creſby informs us that he was ſometime before miniſter at Bedford. 
Some have ſuſpected D Nebemiab Cox, afterwards a member of 
the church at Bedford, might be deſcended from him, but of this 


we cannot obtain certain proof, See Croſby, vol. 1. p. 220, 383. 


* There was one riſing in Kent in favour of the royal cauſe in 
1.85 1643, and another in April, 1645. Probably the above ro- 

erence is to one of theſe events. See Micars's parliamentary 
Chronicle, part ili. P. 2+ Alſo part IV. P · 136. 


lay concealed in the bottom of a great · ditch for about 


to abate. Being . by the help of his friends, 
be got to Lenden. In 
down into the neighbourhood of Bedford, and re- 
; mained hid for a ſeaſon in the houſes of ſome great 


| r addicted to drinking, ſwearing, gaming, 
t 


Of this privil 
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three days, in which time the ſearch after him began 


n a little while be was conveyed 


people, who were favourers of the royal cauſe, Aſter 
ſome time he came to Bedford, and being an entire 
ſtranger in the town, he ventured upon the practice of 
phyſick. Still he remained abandoned to vice, being 


Kc. At the gaming table, however, he was ſeldom 
ſucceſsful; frequently the reverſe. One night, having 
| = x 6 ure yp ſum, * . —.— ſuon, 
and indul eſperate t ts reſpectin 0- 
vidence 0 el. — look into Sa of abe 
Rev. Mr. Bo/ton's books, ſomething he there read, laid 
faſt hold of his conſcience, and he remained in à ſtate 
of diitreſs, under conviction of fin, for a month or 
more. At length the divine Spirit fo enlightened his 
mind into a view of the way of forgiveneſs, through 
the blood of Chriſt, as filled his ſoul with joy and 
peace. This remained with him in an uncommon 
degree, He has been heard to declare, that during 
the ſpace of five years, he never loſt, for one hour, the 
camfortable light of God's countenance. The want 
0 


„it ſeems, he ſcarcely ever knew, 
unleſs for a ſeaſon about two days before he died, 
- Being thus called by divine , he ſought ac- 
Wes. Ne with the people of God. At firſt he found 
Feont difficulty to perſuade them he was ſincere. He 
had been exceedingly vile and notorious for his 
enmity to ſerious godlineſs. Scarcely could they be- 
lieve him to be a diſciple. But being very warm in 
his attachment, and naturally of a bold ſpirit, he 
would not be repulſed, but' took all 3 » 
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bruſt bimſelf among them. After many difficulties, 


he prevailed with them to admit him to a ſhare of 
their friendſhip and confidence. my 


Soon afterwards, he began to ſpeak the word of 
od, firſt in a private, then in a public way and 
anner, His miniſtry was attended with remarkable 
ucceſs, The hand of the Lord was with him, and a 
umber believed, and turned to the Lord. 


df Having been for ſometime engaged in the work of 
Z he miniltry, by degrees.he began to ſee the propriety 
I 2nd importance of profeſſing believers in Chrid, being 
n nited in chriſtian fellowſhip. He cultivated an ae- 
g vaintance with other miniſters. Obtaining farther 
5 egrees of light into this matter, he began to propoſe it 
» zmong his friends, and endeavoured to lead them into 
e imilar views. They ſet apact many Cays for ſolemn. 
d prayer, to ſeek direction from heaven, Enquis ies 
e ere made into the practice of neighbouring ſocieties,. 


and the ſcriptures diligently ſearched. + At length 
hey came to a reſolution, that a ſe ect number ſhould 
orm themſelves into a body, and ſo lay the foundation 
bf a goſpel · chureh. In the year 1650, Mr. Gerd. 
ind eleven other grave ſefious chriſtians, well known 
o one another, appointed a day for this ſolemn tranſ- 
action, when they met together, and after fervent 
prayer, they firlt gave themiclves up to the Lord, and 
hen to one another, according to . will of God. 


This done, they with one conſent made choice of 
Jonx Girroad, to be their paſtor or elder, to 
niniſter to them in the things of the kingdom of 
hriſt. This he accepted, and gave himſclt up unto 
he Lord, and to his people, to walk with, and walch 
dver them in the Lord, 


The principle upon which they eotered into fellow · 


hip one with another, and upon which they@fter- 
. wards 
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wards received thoſe who were added unto them, waz 
a profefan of faich in Chriſt, attended with halinef; of 
life. In this manner they went on during Mr. Ci ford: 
life, who died, Sept. 21lt, 1656, * 

Great was his affection to his people, and he was 
exceedingly defirous that they ſhould. have theſe 
things jn remembrance after his dece:ſe z to which 
end, he drew vp the following letter in his laſt hours, 
to be read among them after his death, * | 


—ͤ — CD — — 


Mr. Girronb's epilile, written to the congregation 
upon his departure out of the world, 
— — — | 
To the eburch over which God made me an overſeer 
 ' When In the . 
Beſeech you, brethren beloved, let theſe following 
worde (written in my love to you and cate over 


vou, when our henvenly Father was removing me to 
the kingdom of his dear Bon) be read in your church. 


| gatherings together, 


I (hall not naw, (lenrly beloved, write unto you about 
that which is the firſt, and without which al other 
w_ 0 me a 175 1 the 1 ht of 1 1. thy 
eeping the wyflery of the faith in a pure conſtience ; 
hall ae, 125. or te of theſe bes (thuugh the 
grenteſt) having ſpent my labours among you, to root 
ou and build you up in Chriſt through tbe grace you 
ave received ; and to.preſs you to all manner of holi- 
neſs in your converſations, that you may be found of 
the Lord, withour ſpot, and blameleſs, at His coming. 


But the things 1 ſhall ſpeak to you of, are about 
your CHURCH AFFAIRS, Which I fear have been little 


| conſidered by moſt of you; which things, if not 


minded aright, and ſubmitted unto, according to the 
will „ will by degrees bring you under diviſions, 
ö ' : diſtractions, 


on 
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diſtractions, and at Jaſt to confuſion of that goſpel 
order and fellowſhip which new through grace you 
4 ® ,.v " 19 V4 2741 1 2 


enjoy. N * : f CY 
Therefore, my brethren, in the i place I would 


not have any of you ignorant of tliis, that every on 

of you are as much bound now to tvalk with the chure 

in all love, and in the ordinances of Jeſus Chrift aur Lord, 
as when I was preſent among, you neither have any of 
you liberty to join, yourſelves to any other ſociety, be- 
cauſe your 1 is removed from you; for you were 
not joined to the miniſtry, but to Chriſt, and the 
church; and this is and was the will of God in Chriſt 
to all the churches of the ſaints—read Acts ii. 42. and 
compare it with Acts i. 14, 16. and charge you before 
the Lord, as you will anſwer it at the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus, that none of you be found guilty herein. 


. Secondly, Be conflant in your church aſſemblies. Let all 
the work which concerns the church be done faithfully 
among youz as admiſſion of members, —— of 
gifts, election of offices, as need requires, and all 
ather things as if named, which the ſcripture being 
ſearched will lead you into, through the Spirit; which 
things if you do, the Lord will be with you, and you 
will convince others that Chriſt is your head, and your, 
dependency is not upon man: but if you do the work, 
of the Lord negligently, if you, mind your owe things 
and not the things of Chriſt, if you grow of, indifferent, 
« war whether, you mind the work of Lord in his 
church or no, I fear the Lord by degrees will ſuffer the 
cumfort of your communion to be dried up, and tbe 
candleſtick which is yet landing, to be broken in 
pieces z which God forbid, | | 


Now concerning your admiſſion of members, I ſhall 
leave you to the Lord for counſel, who hath hitherto 
been with you g only thus much T think expedient to 
ſtir up your remembrance in; that after you are ſatisfied 
about the work of grace in the party you are to join with, 
the ſeid party do folemnly-declare (before ſome of the 
hurch at Jeaſt) That union with Cuanr i the 
oundation of all ſaint's communion : and not {merely your 
F | agreement 
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agreement concerning] any ordinances of Chriſt, or 
any judgment or opinion about externals; and the ſaid 
party ought to declare, whether a brother or ſiſter, that 
through grace they will walk in love with the church, 
though there ſhould happen any difference in judg: 
ment about other things. 


Concerning ſeparation from the church about bap- 
tiſm, laying on of hands, anointing with oil, pſalms, 
or any externals, I charge every one of you reſpetive ; 
as ye will give an account of it to our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
who ſhall judge both quick and dead at his coming, 
that none of you be found guilty of this great oi 
which while ſome have committed, and that through a 
zeal for God yet not according to knowledge, they 
have erred from the law of the love of Chriſt, and have 
made a rent from the true church, which is but one. 


I exhort you, brethren, in your comings together, 
Let all things be done decently and in order, according to 
the ſcriptures. Let all things be done among you 
without firife and envy, without ſelf-ſeeking and vain 
glory. Be clothed with humility, and ſubmit to one 
another in love. Let the gifts of the church be exer- 
ciſed according to order: let no gift be concealed 
which is for edification : yet let thoſe gifts be chiefly 
exerciſed which are moſt for the perfecting of the ſaints, 
Let your diſcourſes be to build up one another in your 
moſt holy faith, and to provoke one another to love 
and good works : if this be not well minded, much 
time may be ſpent and the church reap little or no ad- 
vantage. Let there be ſtrong meat for the ſtrong, and 
milk for babes.-In your aflemblies avoid all diſputes 
which gender to ſtrifes, as queſtions about externals, 
and all doubtful diſputations. If any come among you 
who will be contentious in theſe things, let it be de- 
clared that you have no ſuch order, nor any of the 
churches of God, If any come among you with any 
doctrine contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt, you mult 
not treat with ſuch a one as with a brother, or enter 
into diſpute ,of the things of faith with [unſeriptural] 
reaſonings; but let ſuch of the brethren as are — 
a 0 
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rich, eſpecially W tis not that little which 
comes from you on the firit day of the week that will 
excuſe you. I beſeech you be not found guilty of this 
fin. any longer. He that ſows ſparingly! ſhall reap 
fparingly. Be not backward in your gatherings-to- 
gether: let none of you willingly ſtay till part of the 
meeting be done, el facialiy ſuch Who ſflould be ex- 
amples to the flock. | & SAIL 8 14. 
One or two things are omitted about your.comings- 
together, which IF ſhall here add: I beſeech you forbear 
fitting in prayer, except the parties be any way diſ- 
bled ; 'tis not a poſture that ſuits with the majeſty of 
ch an ordinancez would you ſerve: your prince ſo; 
In prayer let all affected expreſſions be avoided; and all 
vain repetitions: God hath not gifted, I judge, every, 
brother to be a mouth to. the church. Let ſuch, as have 
moſt of the demonſtration, of the Spirit and, of power, 
mut up all your comings-together, that you may go 
away with your hearts comforted and quickened. 
Come together in time, and leave off orderly; for God is 
à God of order among his ſaints . 
Let none of you give offence to his brother in indif« 

ferent things, but be ſubje& to one another in love, 
Be very careful what gifts you approve of by conſent 
—_ 7 ke 
Send much time before the Lord about choofing a paſior,: 
for though I ſuppoſe he is before you whom the Lord 
hath appointed, yet it will de no difadvantage to you, 
] hope, if you walk a year or two as you are before 
election; and then if you be all agreed, let him be ſet 
apart, according to the ſcrĩip ture. | 


*SzJute the brethren who walk not in fellowſhip with 
vou, with the ſume love and name of brother or ſiſter, 
as thefe Who do. 4 > nei... wif 

Let the promiſes made to be accompliſhed in the latter 
days, be ten urged before the Lord in your cumings- toget bor; 
and forget not your brethren in bonds. —Love him much 

fot 'the "works ſake who” labours over you in the _ 
:- , * a | 


({ 51; Y 


and doctrine. Let no man deſpiſe his youth, [Muzzle 
not the mouth of the ox that treadeth gut the,corn to 
you. Search the ſeriptures; let ſome of them be read 
tb you about this yon + If your teacher at any time, 
be laid afide, you ought to meet together as a church, 
and build up one another. If the members at ſuch a 
time will go to a public miniftry, it maſt firſt be ap- 
proved of by the church. 925196 50 | 


Farewell; exhort, counſel, ſupport, reprove one 
another in love. | 9x9 | 


Finally, brethren, be all. of one mind: walk in love 
one to another, even as Chriſt Jeſus hath loved you, 
and given himſelf for you.—Searcti the ſcriptures 
for a ſupply of thoſe things wherein I am wanting. ' 
Now the God of -peace who raiſed up. our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead, multiply his peace upon you, 
and preſerve yau to his everlaſting kingdom, by Jeſus: 
Chriſt.— Stand faſt; the Lord is at hand, 


That _ was written by me, 3 

I have ſet my name to it, in | 
the tines bl two nom GIFFORD. 
. "brethren of the church, 2k aa 
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About the time of Mr. Giford's death, or perhaps 
before. the Rev, Mr, Busrox entered upon the 
work of the miniſtry. It appears he was paſtor of the 
church, but when he was ogdained, is uncertain. He, 
as well as his predeceſſor, the Rev. Mr. Giford, was 
a Baptiſt, In geveral-he had a very poor ſhare of 
health, and was frequently through ſickneſs inter - 
rupted in the exerciſe of his miniſtry. ' He died in 
Jane or. July, 16606. ft Mo 

About the time of his death, the Rev. Mr. }/zeeler, 
a member of the church under the paſtoral care of the 
Rev. Jobn Gibbs, at Newpor;-Pagnell, was iavited io 


Bedford, but did not accept the invitation. 


(ee » 


s e bengtä: zu e bigtsiat e Ondbeg 868g, che 
Rev;Swu oy ent, and'the Rev. — War AN; 
both members, and both of the Baprif d nomjnation, 
were ordained Joint 74 4AM 1 began to, 
preach, is yoceriaig.. It was pow A; 6h, (are per- 
ſecation, Ng. Hang had been deliver ous, of priſon 
but a litele before his ordination. Vet theſe ventured; 
to put out to ſea , though it was in a form. In this 
year, à number Were added to the church, Thus. 
Jeruſalem was built, even in troublout d fimes. 2 | 


Sometimes their church- meetings ware greatly. i in · 
terrupied, through. the violence of perſecution. At 
other times held with à great degree of order and 
regulatity; ſometimes at Bedford, ſometimes at Can. 
lingay, ſometimes at Hoyner, ſometimet at Coton. Eh, 
and ſometimes ar Remgon,” Thus the church was, 
driven into the "wilderneſs, bit there found a place 
Prepared of God. Wygt nean bawe aud w be thank - 
ful, who ht anger jg ave rhe vines and figrrops, none daring 
to make us Arad The privileges we ſo pleutifully 
enjoy, they ſought at che hazard of their * 
liberties, —lives. — — — 


Ia che year:1671, Mr. Whiteman died. On the 2Iſt 
of October, the Rev, Jou BU ak, who entered 
upon the work of the miyiftry in the year 1656, „ was 
orcained co-paffor with Mr. Samuel Fenn. 1 


On the famg day the Rev. Jahn Favs, Oliver Ft 
Luke es Mor ng _ 4rd Fang re 

lian, and: Nebugigh: Gone, wee Jolewaly: 64 0 
the Wy of Feet Walt fo order t@, egi iy the mans | 
in her ſeveral meetings. Why can forbear exclaiming, 


ape Fend Vid; ven, a ad * 1 2 


* drr. Scort died April kr, "oY ; 


One Mr. C:pet, probably this perſon, baptized the «uk in” 
1 Candle, 8 tne 4 
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cell whoſe branches r un 1over ithe wall; whe ar bers 
baue grieued him, and foot ar bim, and whattd 
him;, but bis bu abode in flrengih, a the.arms of His 
nd avere made firong by the hands of 1he mighty God 
of Jacob? WA *T : "4 19 2 

Reſpecting moſt of theſe worthies, we can collect 
little more at the preſent day, than their names. Yet 
their very memory is bleſſed, However, with regard 
to the Rev, Nebomiab Cor, ſome farther particulars 
may he added. He was a Bapriff, and afterwards 
.paſtor of _ church 2 yn, — 
Grofby, in » is hi lich Bapti 7 gives 
him the title of 8. B. and ade M „% A very excel- 
« lent, learned, and (judicious divine.“ And in- 
forms us, he was joint paſtor with the Rev. Malliam 
Collins in London. See Croſby's Hiſtory of the Eng- 
lith Baptiſts, vol. iv. page 265. From this it mould 
ſeem he removed from Cranfield to Londan. He ap- 
pears, by his writings, to have been a man of learning. 
On a blank leaf, at che beginning of a copy of bis 
Diſceurſe on the Covenants, printed in the year 1684, 
now in the hands of the writer of this narrative, the 
following anecdote is recorded in manuſcript. 


« The author lived at Cranfield, here he followed 
the buſineſs of a cordwainer, and, during his reſidence 
thore, was im pri ſoned for preaching the goſpel. When 
he came upon his trial at Bedford aſſiæes, he firſt plead · 
ed in Greek, and then in Hebrew; upon which the 
judge, calling for the indictment, wherein he was 
ſtiled Nehemiah Cox, cord wainer, expreſſed his ſur · 
prize, and declared that none there could anſwer him. 
And upon Mr. Cox arguing that it was but fair he 
ſhould plead in what — he pleaſed, he was 
diſmiſſed”? - My | 


Tue writer af this account has variaus times yy | 
| | me 


E 3 


{ 54 
| - the above anecdote repeated in converſation, in the 
 tawn and neighbourhood of Bedford; and particula 
| with this addition, that the jadge ſhobld ſay to t 
i counſellors, t* Well, this cordwainer- has wound — 
| all up, gentlemen.” How far this tradition may be 


depended upon, web be leſt to the rn % on 
reader. 1 


ee eee . the grout 
bead of the church raiſed up from among this ſociety, 
the Rev: Joun Wiz. gan; Baptiſt miniſter, at Mitebia, 
in Herts, was one. He was diſmiſſed to Hitchin, 
2 azgth, 1677. He was father to the Rev. Ebenexar 
Jen, and grandfather to the Rev. Samuel: Wil on, 
both Baptitt miniſters in London.. 


On the 12th of Nov. 1681, died" the Rev. Samuel 
Fenn, In the following year the perſecution raged 
| ſeverely. They were driven from their meeting. 
houſe for a ſeaſon, and obli — 75 aſſemble in the 
fields. — The word of the Lord was precious in thoſe 
days.—On Friday the Zelt of Avg; MA died the 
Rev. Jobu Bunyas. Tr? 


& This Pilgrim” $ Progreſs now is Koiſhed, | | 
« And cone hath laid him in his earthly bed.” 


, ao Fix on the death of the Rev, v dum. 


Tbat awful charaQer; Mr. John Child; was a mem- 
wy: * und e from _ e He ech 


3 Ge che weng benennt fert Nes Samuel Wilſon, by Dr. 


The Rev. Mr. Riyyon, of London, has thought of fe- 
porn Bux vAN's 'Grace- abeunding, with chough and" of 
adding. the, account of. his impriſanment in the 1660, Kc. 
alſo his examination before the jũſtices, written at length by him- 
ſelf. Prefixing an ＋ of Mr. 25 and other intereſting 
rticulars 7 tu t — ebr of or d 1 A ſine 

| ext of Mr: Bunyan from 


ty 9 painting. 


150. 

tilt, and Calviniſt ſor many years. | He- preached for 
ſame time at Newport - Pagnell: afterwards he went 

to London. Cogſulting with fleſn and blood, he 
gave up the doctrines hes had eſpouſed, turned n 
Arminian, conformed to the church of Bngland, and 
wrote agniaſt his ſormer priticiples and practices, 
greatly mi ſenting and reviling thoſe: who ſted- 
taſtly ad to them. Bat ſometime after, reflec. 
ing on What he had done; his confeience was filled 
with remorſe, and he. fell into the mot ſhocking {tate 

of horror and deſperation, and at laſt (d l-wo 
relate) hanged himſelf in bis own houſe in London, 
OR. 13th; 4684. See Croſby s Hiſtory of the Bnglith = 
Baptiſts, vol. ii. page 379. [19.2.4 70 $4136 #1” G8 

| nent rere 
Soon after Mr. Bunyen's.death, the Rev. Ezenzszgr 
CaaxpLen, who was a. Padotaptif, and a member 
| & n 778. 5 3408 on under vo. paſtoral care of 25 

ev. Richard Taylor, was invited down to Bedfc 

and his miniſterial ſervices. being acc LO 
ordained 75 r CODE E. je 5 Nov. 3d, 
1691.1 e laboured among them unto à good ad 
age. During his miniſtry, ſeveral giſts were raiſed 
up in the church, and ſent out to preach the goſpel. 
One was the Rev. Mr. BeprorD, who was called:out 
on. Jaue 16th,” 1697. He was a Padebaprit. He 
ſeems to have been very acceptable in his miniſterial 
capaciiy. His ſervices were requeſted at various 
places at one and the ſame time; particularly Carl, 
Thorp - Waterfield, Spaldwick, and Gamlingay, He 
brech as a preacher! at the laſt piace, where ile con 
tunged till 1699, when he removed to*Riyfen; but 
remained a member of the ehurch at Bedford 5H the 
year 1709, when: he was diſmiſſed to he church there; 
in order to his being ordained as their paſter. 
On ie remqral from Gambingay, the Rer. Ricu, 
FazZMAN, A Baptiſt, and member of the Res. 2 
"> . Gibb's 


* 


456» 


- Gib8's. church at Neuper - Ragnell, was ibrited t 
preach there. Sometime afienwards he was di ſmiſſad 
to the church at. Bedford. Afier preaching a number 
of ;years among them, in 1710, the friends in and 
ahout Gomlingay, on sccount of their great diſtance 
from Bedford, requeſted: a difmiſſion, that they might 
form a diſtind tociety among themſelres. This was 
granted, and the Rev. Richard Fmman was ordained 
[among them.—ln the year 17900, the Rev. Mr. 
Sqvins began to preach, and was.:afterwards called 
cout, ln 17035, the Rev. Jos nus Reap, | was.ſent 
out, to labour in the work of the min iſtry. In 4707, 
he was diſmiſſed to the church in Cbirbeſler, in ordor 
to his being ordained among them. He.was a B. 
Ia 17cg, the Rev. Mr. Thomrz0y, a member of 
the-church, having preached for ſome time with appro- 
barton, was appointed to ſupply the meeting at Blas- 
Sam one Lord's-day in a month, —In 1724, the Rev, 
Mr. SntL.0ow, a Padobaptift, was diſmiſſed to the 
charch in S7. Weorr, in order his being fixed as 4 
paſlor in that 'church.<In this year a number of 
Baabe. were diſmiſſed 10 the rn church in 
. lanham:. 


The Rev. Ebenexer Chandler lived at -Bedford 
alwoſtfixty years. | However, the infirmities of ape 
greatly un ũtted hirn for public work, in the latter 
fi t af his life, In March, 17944, he was totally 

de, and died June a gh, 707. 4 444 


. As he gradually grow incapable of properly di diſ. 

charging the numerous and important 

Daderal pics, the church began to lock out ſor an 
ETifant, The Rev. SAMUEL SANDERSON was re- 
commended. He was born at Sheffield, in Yorkthire; 
bes bis ee Jearnin 3 2 Mr. Clarke, of Hull; 


academical ftu * Mr. Fel 


Dr 


— 


F bo HM a 
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at Aten pe his -pative.tomn; abich be Gui halt 


under the Rey. Mr, Sarge, F. R. After cam- 
pleaing the coneſe-of his dag alihen he! rohided.r fer 
ſome time as 4 cha plein in che hae of . Birch. 
elg; curſſtor- baron of ; the exebẽ quer; ocoglionally, 


preaching in and abavy Lenden. About dhe your: 
17 325 he was choſen fi ſtant te the Rev. Mr. Vea, 
at the Weigh-houte in Raſicheap, where be contic ud, - 


till be came to Bed. Rae he firlk artis ed on 


Feb. 26, 5737. He was ordained eo-paſtor-with e 
Rer. Elena Changlory on- Mey 36.7%. Under 


him the church and congre gation com i nued to 65 hs: 
He died, after a. hors, neſs Jan. 44 #746," 


— 


was a Pregebaptght 7 19 F* » 91575 tt di (3.16 on 
He 8 the Rey. 1 orga | 

who was born a 2 8755 „in Were irs, © 

Jan. 23, 1239. n n da; 2pothecary'; 4 man 


ewincne lar 1 as, bis, ancaligcs bad been fr 


time im 
the firit ten on 9 — venta of, is lie and then went 


to ſch t Heuνανπα⁰⁰⁰, in. SAH ire, 
4 0 0 three years. „ — my mee e. 


different families in Sh-op hire, Here e my 
order to cul- 


IVoreeier/hive, for abdut feven -yeers, 1d 


chief at home fer 


** 


tete an acquaintance with the ſaving brfineſs; for 


which line In life he vhs then intended. Probably. 
when about 15, he was broup 
of divine and ſpiral things; | From: this time 


appears in general e hewe lived zw an de nee ge 
under their influence; "When about Ig. he jbined the? 


Independent chorch-at- Bromſgrove, in Woreeſterſhfre, 


fendt res abilities being. noticed by migillers..apd. 
trends, 


rn. ti was Rel moved, ta him by, The R Rex. 


ar. e au emindut Independent te, Jn 


„ton joll knowledge 1 | 


nder the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, His eminent piety, and ; 
N to. think, of the en of1 - 


6 

Carr's-Lane, Birmingham, Aſter much ſerious deli- 
beration, conſulting with friends, and ſecking to God 
by prayer, he inclined:to the propoſal, and went to 
the academy under Dr. Conder, &c. at Mile-End, near 
London, in the beginning of September, 1760. Being 
thus ſettled here, he removed his communion to the 
Independent church at Stepney, under the paſtoral 

| Care of the Rev. Samuel Brewer. Towards the cloſe 
of his academical ſtudies, he was invited to ſpend a 
few ſabbaths with the deſtitute people at Bedford. 

__ He*came down in March, 1766. Aſter ſpending 
ten Lord's days with them, he was requeſted to [tay 
one year, on approbation. Having oy weighed 
* the affair, he came among them in July. In March, 
1767, they gave him a call to ſettle among them as 
their paſtar. This he accepted in the month of May, 
and on the 4th of Aupuſt was ordained. * | 
S3con afterwards he married MiG Elzabe/b King n, 
te daughter of Mr. Kingfley, a reputable citizen of f 
London, By her he had twelve children. Mrs. Symonds, Ml © 
with two ſons and ſix daughters, are ſtill hiviag. In 
this connection, he was exceedingly happy. © | b 

y 

h 

h 


_ When. he firſt ſettled at Bedford, he was 8 Pædo- 
baptifl, and ſo continued for ſeveral years... At length 
ſome ſcruples ſeizing his mind, relative to infant 
_ baptiſm, he examined the matter more attentively. WM lc 
'** The reſult was, a change of ſentiment. This he took * 
an opportunity to declare from the pulpit on Lord's. ¶ fe 
day, Feb. 9, 1772. Agreeably however to the original P 
* © Conſtitution of the church, he remained in the paſ- 
3 toral office. f — 7 e A 


| +. Sometime afterwards'a number of perſons withdrew 
from'their connection with the church and congrega- 

tion under Mr. Symonds, and formed à neo ſociety. 
They erected a commodious place of worſhip * the 
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under their worthy; miniſter and paſtor, the Rev. 
THOMAS SMITH,; A Padobaptift. "This diviſion: has 
evidently. been op the advantage of the; diſſenting 
intereſt, and, we hope, the promotion. of the cauſe.of 
truth and religion. The town, and neigh hbourhood 
will well admit of two ſocieties. — pou revail 


in and between both, neee * 


The Rev. josnva Nicnor ks, now Bu minifer 
at Ximbollon, was called out of the church at Bedford, 
in the year 1780, after his on had been tried by the 
church near two years. diſmiſſed to the 


church at F wich a view to 


his ſettlemer 9:09 
5 rugs MW 


Mr. Symon 
diſorders for | 4 
a. growing aſtizna ly. 
in his miniſte 1 . ea me, was ac- 
companied wit Iropfy.,” 73 | a aſide from 


preaching entirely or Nevers n! before his diſſo: 
ution. His afflictions were ſpmetimes very heavy, 
but his inward conſolations abounded. That goſpel 
which he had preached to others, was the ſupport of 
his ſoul, and — ſource of his joy. He knew whom! 
> had believed, and rejoieed in the proſpect, and 
onged for the arrival of that day, when he ſhould 
— and like to, Jeſus. Sometimes he expreſſed a 
fear, leſt his ufflictions ſhould be long, and earheſtly * 
od for patience until the coming of Chriſt. In 
is death, as well 08.1 in his life, _ ho; © Witney for 


A e L +3 LI at £161 ö Gods 
w * It is remarkable, that it. . chure ch · meeting held on 
a- April 3, 1788, an acrount being taltem ot ti wamber 56 mem- 


ders, it was found preciſely ing ſame as when Mr. Symonds firſt 
tttled with them, wiz. 127. There had been 122 added fince 
is coming, and 122 removed by death or ether ways. A few 


me were added before Mr. Symonds's death. 


ſame ſtreet, a and are a reſpeQable and thriving body. = | 


66 6 

Sbei Nie ft tb be 8 the' fuppotis, td 
eorifors/ of. ja . Thvey; his Het ip, he Rad 

the full-potefiion of hö rg powers! © At eg | 

the we of d dephfrufe Arvived] 26d We cbt ies 

che joy of Rig Lerd, of abbath dy, Noll 55 Mae | 

a Hehe after bes Fa the moraing g ©, " 


* d 2933 „211 ½ον Gf, 

N þ - Jagimg! er. ae 

Bleſſed are 23 51 dead * die noo Lord, from Fon | 
n. pro, Jail the uri, hat e may reft 
Sr - ate? (hietr works os Falle . 
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